
 
Cycle A – Year 5 and 6 Reading Spine 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 

English Text 

    

   
 

The Demon 

Headmaster by Gillian 

Cross  

Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s stone – JK 

Rowling(fantasy) 

The Wind in the Wall 

Sally Gardiner  

Romeo and Juliet by 

William Shakespeare  

The Time Traveller and the 

Tiger by Tania Unsworth  

The Tyger by William Blake 

(Poem)  

The Odyssey by Gillian 

Cross 

 

Cross 

Curricular 

Teaching 

Texts 

 
 

      

Geography  

Amazing Rivers  

Julie Vosburgh Agnome   

History  

Crime and Punishment 

Through the Ages by 

Grant Bage  

Science 

Apes to Zebras (An A-Z 

of shape poems) 

DT   

Celebrations Around 

the World  

Science  

A Day in the life of an 

Astronaut by Mike 

Barfield 

History  
So You think You’ve got it 

bad? A Kid’s Life in Ancient 

Greece by Chae Strathie  

 

 
  

    

Class story 

time novel 

Clockwork by Phillip 

Pullman  

The House with Chicken 

Legs by Sophie 

Anderson 

Street Child by Berlie 

Doherty  

Some Places More than 

Others by Renee 

Watson   

The Fib and other stories 

by George Layton 

Who Let the Gods Out 

by Maz Evans   

  

https://www.booksfortopics.com/?s=%22mike+barfield%22
https://www.booksfortopics.com/?s=%22mike+barfield%22


 
Cycle B – Year 5 and 6 Reading Spine 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 

English 

Text 

 
 

   
 

Dotty Inventions and 

Until I met Dudley by 

Roger McGough 

There’s a Boy in the 

Girls’ Bathroom by Louis 

Sacher 

Coming to England by 

Floella Benjamin  

The Sleeper and the 

Spindle by Neil Gaiman 

Journey to Jo’burg by 

Beverley Naidoo 

Rain Player by David 

Wisniewski 

Cross 

Curricular 

Teaching 

Texts 

   
 

 

 

Science 

Kay’s Anatomy by 

Adam Kay  

Geography  

Everything Volcanoes 

and Earthquakes by 

Kathy Furgang 

History 

Why do We Remember 

the Battle of Hastings?  

Science  

A life Electric (A Story of 

Nikola Tesla) by  

Azadeh Westergaard 

Poetry 

Daffodils by William 

Wordsworth (and other 

selected poem)  

History 

Tail End Charlie by Mick 

Manning    

Class story 

time novel 

 

  

  

 

Short stories – The 

Giant’s Necklace 

(Michael Morpurgo) 

A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens 

Tinder by Sally Gardiner Oranges in No Man’s 

Land by Elizabeth 

Laird  

The Dragon with the 

Chocolate Heart – 

Stephanie Burgess 

When Hitler Stole Pink 

Rabbit by Judith Kerr  

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/David-Wisniewski/e/B000APHA80/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/David-Wisniewski/e/B000APHA80/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

